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Message from your Chief Bush Fire
Control Officer – Alec McRae

Our harvest this year has been busy with fires
on a weekly basis and thunderstorms have
caused multiple fire events across our Shire at
the same time. On behalf of the Quairading
Shire, I thank all our volunteer fire fighters
who have responded swiftly and given their
time and resources freely.

At all fires we use and rely on the many resources available to us, such as our well
trained and competent brigade members,
Shire staff and equipment plus DEFS assets
and their communication methods. Our Shire
over the years has ensured our resources are
of a high standard to deal with most fire situations and jointly employ a CESM
Officer (Community Emergency Management Officer) between 4 shires. Daniel Birleson, our CESM is currently on deployment and I welcome Simon Bell to
the position as Relieving Officer. Their assistance during the fire season is extremely valuable.
Without the community’s vigilance in reporting a fire to “000” our ability to
function is impaired. So like all emergency services your assistance is
appreciated in this area. It’s OK if a fire is called in multiple times.
As reported last year the DFES (Department of Fire & Emergency Services)
website below provides real time reported emergency incidents and their
locations (in a map format) across the State.
https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au
It also lists the fire danger rating each day and many other features like watch
and act & evacuation messages. Take the time to view the site now so you
are familiar with it when you need it. (Note this site is also available on most
smart phones)
All rural property owners are encouraged to join their nearest brigade as this
will ensure you receive the necessary fire protective clothing, training and
communication during a fire event. Please contact your Brigade Captain for
further information.
Your safety during a fire is a shared responsibility, ensure you have a plan,
tune into warnings and weather conditions & if you choose to stay and defend your home, you need to have an independent water supply with pumping capacity ready.
Safe harvesting to you all.

Keeping in Touch
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Well another busy Calendar
Year is drawing to a close.
As reported previously, the
Quairading-Cunderdin
Road Upgrade is now
complete and I have a few
details to hand. The project
has been ongoing for some
7 years and was a major
undertaking
for
this
Council. Many issues arose
due to the size of the Project. I thank the then Works
Manager Mr Troy Newick and our CEO Graeme Fardon
for even thinking that we would be able to handle such
a project.
First and foremost, I state that I was never in support
of this road being upgraded over keeping and
upgrading the railway line for grain freight. However,
negotiations to keep our line open have proven to be
unsuccessful. So when the Government decided to
provide a significant amount of Funding to upgrade
our local road, it was unwise to pass up this
opportunity, otherwise we may have ended up with no
suitable road and no railway line to cart Grain.
The decision to not use the Quairading-York Rail Line
came about after a train derailment at Jacobs Well
several years ago placing the line, the only tier 3 line
that runs West to port without the need for double
handling, into “care and maintenance”.
Grain Freight Funding of $8.06M has been received
over the life of the Project.
Work Commenced in 2011/12 and included many new
culverts, road widening for the entire 21 kilometre
distance from the Townsite Boundary to the Shire
Boundary and two major re-alignments of the
Qdg-Cunderdin Road at both Wackett Road and
Cubbine Road Intersections. Both Sections required
major Engineering Design and realignment of Services
and ongoing negotiations with Landholders.
The major Earthwork Contracts
Quairading Earthmoving who are
for gearing up and skilling up
Contractors to deliver a Project
complexity.

were awarded to
to be commended
of Staff and Sub
of this scale and

The local delivery of the Project brought significant
economic benefit to the Quairading and neighbouring
Communities with increased employment and
utilisation of many Contractors.
I would personally like to thank the many landholders
and road users that were impacted by the Project and
the negotiations that took place for this project to
come to fruition. Your patience has been valued and
on behalf of Council, I apologise for the length of time
some of these negotiations and construction works
have taken to achieve the final Outcome.
Whilst a large amount of rock was encountered in the
Realignment Works it has resulted in much of the
blasted rock being used for repairing some of the
flood damaged roads and drainage structures under
the WANDRRA Project after the January/February
2017 Rainfall / Flooding Event.
Moving to the future, the road pavement will come
under immense pressure from the increased use of
large vehicles and this has always been a concern for
Council. At present we are working with the
Cunderdin Shire to lobby for the State Government
and Main Roads to be responsible for the cost of
maintenance of this road so it will not be a burden on
our local rate payers in the future.
The Christmas Period is arriving quickly and
Councillors and Staff and their families have recently
held the Council Christmas Function at the
Community Building. This was an enjoyable evening
following a change of venue from the Bowling Club
and with catering by local Caterers “Flavour Town
Catering” and the Bar managed by Bowling Club
volunteers. Thank you to all for making it an enjoyable
Evening.
Well things are busy at Council with many projects
and initiatives underway.
I wish the Farmers a successful balance of Harvest and
all Community Members an enjoyable and safe
Christmas / Holiday break.
We look forward to the many challenges that face us
in 2019.
Kind Regards
Cr Wayne Davies, Shire President
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From the Office of the CEO
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Happy Retirement

New Australian Citizen

Council
and
the
Medical Practice has
this week farewelled
Medical
Practice
Manager Mrs Debra
Stacey who Retired
from the Position on
Tuesday
4th
December after 10
Years of loyal and dedicated Service to the Surgery’s
Patients and to the broader Community.
Debra commenced employment at the Quairading
Medical Practice on the 1st September 2008 as
Part-time Medical Receptionist and then progressed
to the position of Practice Manager when the new
Part-time Position was created in July 2012.
Debra has shown outstanding leadership and
dedication in the ever changing Medical Practice
environment over the past 10 Years and has worked
with 21 GP’s (permanent and Locums), many Practice
Staff and Allied Health Professionals.
Debra was recognised for her Professionalism and
Integrity by being awarded “Practice Manager of the
Year” in 2017 By Rural Health West.
On behalf of Council and the Community, I wish
Debra all the very best for her Retirement.

On the 15th November, Shire President Cr Wayne
Davies presided over the Presentation of Australian
Citizenship to Ashley Batt before his Wife and Friends.
The Ceremony was streamed live to Ashley’s family in
the United Kingdom.
Ashley took his Pledge of Allegiance to Australia and
was presented with his Citizenship Certificate and a
small token of the Event from Council being a 2018
Citizenship Coin minted by the Perth Mint.
We congratulate Ashley on his decision to take up
Australian Citizenship and look forward to his future
contribution to our Community and the Nation.

Citizen of the Year Award
The Shire of Quairading Citizen of the Year Award
recognises people in the Community who go above
and beyond and who have made a real difference to
our Community.
Do you know someone who deserves special
recognition for their outstanding contribution to the
Community? If so, why not nominate them for the
Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award?
Nominations Close 4pm on Friday the 21st December
2018. Download the Nomination form from the Shire
Website.
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Streets Ahead

Al

R
Road Construction

Signage—Caravan Parking
Signs have been erected on the east and west ends
of Town to direct caravans to be able to park
centrally in the parking bay near the shopping
centre precinct. This will allow for visitors to park
and visit the local businesses in the Main Street.

The Works crew have been focussed on the upgrade
of Cubbine Road during November and December .
The road has now been constructed and sealing will
commence on Monday 10th December. Guideposts
will be put in place in the coming week and the

Parking—Shopping Precinct Carpark

project will be completed by the middle of December.

This is a reminder that the designated disabled

Resealing of a three kilometre section on Cubbine

person car bays located in the carpark are for

Road ending at Hayes Road will commence on Sun-

patrons with mobility needs.

day 9 December

these spaces so they can be utilised by the people

Upcoming Capital Projects

Please do not use

that need them most.

Dangin-Mears Road Reconstruction and Widening.
(February 2019).
Weir Road construct and seal including the realignment of the Golf Course access road. If floodway on
Badjaling- Yoting Road. (Both March/April 2019).

Road Maintenance
Summer grading is being undertaken on the school
bus routes and major arterial roads as harvest
progresses.

General road maintenance is being

undertaken which includes pothole repairs, replacing
guide posts and road inspections

Staff at the Shire of Quairading Depot wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and a safe New Year.
Allan Rourke
Executive Manager of Works & Services
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Community Development & Grants Project Team
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Shire Hall Audio Visual Upgrade

Youth Program

Things have really progressed since we last touched
base.
K2AV were the preferred supplier with an impressive
background in the design and installation of Audio
Visual Systems for small to medium sized
organisations including rural Councils.
Work commenced in the second week of November
with a state-of-the-art digital system both fully
installed by the 19th November 2018.
Training and induction courses were conducted on
the 20th November for Community Members and
Shire Staff.
The first real test for the system was the Seniors
Xmas Luncheon – Awesome audio!

The Strategy includes longer-term projects such as
the Youth Permaculture Garden - This project is now
well underway thanks to support from Private Donors,
the local branch of Westpac and Council. It is a great
opportunity for the Youth to develop a multitude of
life skills in a hands-on environment!

Pending Project—Community Park /
Playground

Next will be the Community Christmas Carols, QDHS
Awards Day, and finally the Quairading Youth Movie
Night on the 14th November 2018.
Thank you to all parties who have been involved in
the Project: Rowlie Mellor, Don Woodcock, Jill Hayes
and the CRC, John Greenwood the Shire Electrician
and “Curtain Raisers”.
We acknowledge the financial contributions from
Curtain Raisers and LotteryWest.

Plans are progressing for the new playground space
in Parker Street. Thank you to everyone for their
ideas and contributions through the online survey,
targeted consultation and focus group meetings. You
have chosen a wide arrange of equipment and play
experiences for the area while also maintaining that
the park looks “of this place” with natural features,
coverings and native plantings where possible. This
will be a fantastic asset for our community. Council
will be presented the project Concept and estimated
Costing at its December Ordinary Council Meeting.
Please contact Sarah Caporn at the Shire if you’d like
to know more.
Shire of Quairading December 2018 Newsletter
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The Hot Topic
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A “HARVEST BAN”– How is it called…
Harvest & Machinery Movement Bans — Please be
aware that Bans are only placed after scientific
measurements have reached a critical point. i.e.:
combination of temperature, wind strength and
humidity, applied to a proven rate of fire spread
chart at several points throughout the Shire.
In

the

Shire

of

Quairading

a

Harvest

TO REPORT ALL FIRES OR
EMERGENCIES RING

Ban

(i.e. Harvesting & Vehicle Movement Ban) is
imposed when the Fire Danger Index reaches 31 which is a Fire Danger Rating of Very High.
A Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban is a ban that
individual local governments are responsible for
issuing under the Bush Fires Regulations.
Local government will impose the ban when the

The PROHIBITED FIRE SEASON commenced on the
1st November and continues to the 14th February
2019 (Inclusive) —any extension to prohibited
burning period is subject to seasonal conditions.

Chief Bushfire Control Officer is of the opinion that
the use of engines, vehicles, plant or machinery
during the prohibited burning times or the

Emergency App

restricted burning times or both is likely to cause a
fire or contribute to the spread of a bushfire

Automatic Harvest Ban
A Harvest Ban and a ban on the movement of all
vehicles and machines and the operation of internal
and combustion engines is imposed on Christmas
Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day each year.
A Harvest Ban can also be imposed when a Bush
Fire incident is underway.

Harvest Ban SMS
The Shire can send an SMS message to your mobile
phone to inform you of harvest bans within the
Shire. This is a quick and effective way of getting
the most up to date information to you. Further
information can be obtained by calling the Shire of
Quairading Harvest Ban Hotline 9645 0017 which
will provide you with a daily updated message
covering harvest ban information.

The Emergency+ app is a free app developed by
Australia's

emergency

services

and

their

Government and industry partners.
The app uses GPS functionality built into smart
phones to help a Triple Zero (000) caller provide
critical

location

details

required

to

mobilise

emergency services.
The Emergency+ smartphone app is now accessible
to more than 98% of the smartphone market.
For more information Click on the below link
http://emergencyapp.triplezero.gov.au/
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Quairading Bush Fire Officers and
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Contact Numbers (Not to be used to Report a Fire)
Chief Bush Fire Control Officer- Alec McRae

0429 451 172

Chief Executive Officer- Graeme Fardon

(08) 9645 2400, 0429 451 001

Community Emergency Services Manager – Daniel
Birleson/ Simon Bell - Relieving Officer
Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officers

0448 008 653

John Smart

0427 417 063

Nigel Gelmi

(08) 9645 0196, 0409 118 238

Bush Fire Control Officers (By Locality)
Town
Graeme Fardon

(08) 9645 2400, 0429 451 001

Daniel Birleson/ Simon Bell

0448 008 653

Peter Hudson

0437 413 896

North West of Townsite
John Smart

0427 417 063

Mathew Whyte

0429 466 295

Neil Fraser

0427 451 029

Mitchell Davies

0428 592 986

South West of Townsite
Craig Anderson

0428 754 218

Lance Clemens

0429 466 210

Linden Johnston

0428 263 883

North East of Townsite
Stuart Hadlow

(08) 9645 1471, 0429 858 821

Ben Wilson

(08) 9645 1835, 0437 452 001

Nigel Gelmi

(08) 9645 0196, 0409 118 238

South East of Townsite
Peter Groves

(08) 9645 5204

Alec McRae

0429 451 172

Greg Hughes

0428 457 002

Bush Fire Brigades
Balkuling / Doodenanning Bush Fire Brigade

South Caroling Bush Fire Brigade

John Smart

0427 417 063

Geoff Hall

0429 454 215

Janet Dicker

0407 442 359

Matt Richards

0427 527 226

North Quairading Bush Fire Brigade

Wamenusking Bush Fire Brigade

Stuart Hadlow

0429 858 821

Merv Caporn

0438 958 790

Ben Wilson

0437 452 001

Grant Mills

0429 701 747

Quairading Bush Fire Brigade
Peter Hudson

(08) 9645 1389

Kathy Wilton

0428 350 646
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What’s Happening
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Quairading Health Service
Refurbishment Official Opening

An excellent crowd of people witnessed the recent
official opening of the refurbishments completed at
our Health Service in Quairading. Guests included
Mia Davies MLA, Jim Chown MLC and Laurie
Graham MLC who represented the health minister
and conducted the opening. Many local residents
attended on behalf of various groups that play an
active role in health related services. These included
St. Johns Ambulance Volunteers, previous members
of the Hospital Board and the Ladies Hospital
Auxiliary as well as past and present employees of
the hospital.

WACHS Staﬀ and Parliamentary Members

After the official program there were various photo
opportunities to capture the occasion before we
were treated to a delicious luncheon provided by the
hospital caterers.
Following lunch it was time to tour the new facilities
proudly shown to us by members of staff. If you
haven’t been to our hospital for a while you may not
recognise it.

Quairading Ambulance Members

QDH Staﬀ

A new Accident and Emergency Department is the
showpiece with access to specialists through video
and audio facilities that make for first class care. A
new triage area with added security for staff is the
first point of contact for most people entering the
health service.

Quairading Ladies Auxiliary

Marilyn Reidy conducted the Welcome to Country
and was warmly thanked by Sean Conlan, Regional
Director of the WA Country Health Service. Wendy
Newman, Deputy Chair of the WACHS introduced
Laurie Graham MLC.

A virtual doctor service enables full care during
weekends which provides comfort to those patients
that are required to remain in hospital during this
time.
This is a great initiative and allows our hospital to
operate 7 days a week.
With the new refurbishments the Quairading
Community is well placed to have an excellent level
of health services for many years to come.
Cr Trevor Stacey
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What’s Happening
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Seniors Christmas Lunch

The Annual Seniors Christmas Lunch held in the
Town Hall on 29th November was a very successful
day and enjoyed by all who attended. As well as
local community members there were twenty visitors
from the Melville City Council’s “Kulungah-Myah”
Seniors group.
A delicious lunch was co-ordinated by Mrs Janine
Anderson, very ably assisted by her band of
wonderful helpers and the many community
members who provided salads. A special mention
must be made of the Golden Grain’s Café who
donated the bread rolls, and the Co-op for their
contributions for the day.
The Year 9/10 students and Mr Tom Curtin from
Quairading District High School must be
congratulated for their willing assistance as ‘waiters’
and any other tasks requested of them.
The ‘Singing Buddies’ Choir and Mrs Kylie Squiers
once again entertained us with their wonderful
voices, and encouraged everyone to join in singing
Christmas carols. Several solo items by the music
students were also presented. The role of MC was
very capably carried out by Mrs Alison Caporn.
The Stay Active group performed an entertaining
skit with much hilarity, led by Ivy Osborne. Stay
tuned for next year!
The new sound system was ably operated by Mr
Rowlie Mellor.
A sincere thank you to the Shire of Quairading and
their staff for sponsoring this annual event. It was
much appreciated by all who attended.
John Hards
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Your Elected Representatives

Quairading Memorial Pool

Your Councillors are elected by you to
represent the Shire’s Residents and
Ratepayers. Contact details are
provided should you wish to discuss a
Council Matter or offer any
suggestions.

Holiday Opening Hours

PRESIDENT
Cr Wayne Davies T: 0429 416056
springhills.farm@bigpond.com
DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Cr Brett McGuinness T: 0437 410 087
brettmcguinness55@gmail.com

12.00 noon — 7.00pm
December 24th Monday
December 25th Tuesday
December 26th Wednesday
December 27th Thursday
December 28th Friday
December 29th Saturday
December 30th Sunday
December 31st Monday
January 1st
Tuesday

Open
Closed
Closed
Open
Open
Open
Open
Open
Closed

Cr Lyall Brown T: 0458 457 039
Tucky2604@gmail.com
Cr Jo Haythornthwaite T: 0448 237 088
meccafarms@hotmail.com
Cr Jill McRae T: 9645 1172
ag.mcrae@bigpond.com

Shire Administration Centre

Christmas Holiday Closure

Cr Bill Shenton T: 0427 451 014
billshenton17@gmail.com

The Quairading Shire Administration Office
will be closed from
5pm Friday 21st December 2018

Cr Peter Smith T: 0427 817 707
pdsmith1182@gmail.com

re-opening 8.30am Wednesday 2nd January 2019.
Works Depot will be closed from
4.00pm Friday 21st December 2018

Cr Trevor Stacey T: 0429 969 420
squid023@hotmail.com

re-opening 7.00am Wednesday 2nd January 2019.
For any urgent Council enquiries please call
0429 451 001

We would love to hear from you!
Get in touch with us and leave your feedback. Query, question or concern write to us via email: shire@quairading.wa.gov.au or
use the ‘contact us’ form on the website.
Further Council Information is available on www.quairading.wa.gov.au or at the
Shire of Quairading, 10 Jennaberring Road, Quairading WA 6383
Telephone: 08 9645 2400

Facsimile: (08) 96745 1126 Email: shire@quairading.wa.gov.au
Shire of Quairading December 2018 Newsletter
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Expressions of Interest—Revegetation and Fencing Assistance in 2019
Responses required by Wednesday 19 December 2018 to ensure the continuation of
the project.
The Shires of Quairading, Cunderdin, and Tammin have funding from the State NRM
Office for the protection of native vegetation. If you have an area that you are interested in
protecting then we may be able to provide monetary assistance for fencing and/or feral
animal management activities.
If you are interested in fencing remnant bushland or receiving seedlings in 2019, please
act now. Fill out these few short questions and return to the Shire Offices or to Dylan
Copeland at nrmo@icloud.com or on 0488 471 727.
Once this completed form has been received you will be contacted to discuss your
proposed site in greater detail.
Criteria:

• Participants to conduct work only on land within the Shires of Quairading, Cunderdin,
•
•

or Tammin—if you are interested in conducting work in a different Shire please
contact me;
No stock can have access to the revegetation;
Landholders to be responsible for the erection of fences, and feral animal control, and
must be prepared to maintain the site for at least 10 years.

Contact details
Name:

Property Address/site location:

Preferred Phone Number:

Email:

